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Victoria’s
Resident Jay Leggatt tidies up -
his 100-square-foot micro-home,
which has a bed, small dresser,
wardrobe and small refrigera-

tor — but no stove. There are
communal washroom facilities,
as well as a place where he can

heat up food. HOW a COI IeCtion
| of shipping containers
became a community

or a community that allows no visitors, the Tiny Homes Village looks
welcoming on the outside, with colourful murals adorning the sides
of shipping containers arranged in a square, which also serve as the
perimeter.
But the entrance to the compound adjacent to Royal Athletic Park is more
businesslike, with a controlled door bereft of ornamentation and a security

guard keeping an eye on who is coming in.

PEDRO ARRAIS

parrais@timescolonist.com The Times Colonist was invited for a rare tour as the shipping-container

village for those without homes prepares to celebrate its one-year anniversary
in May.

Visitors enter a courtyard where a pair of picnic tables is arranged under a
shelter, interspersed with raised planters and deck chairs. This is the de-facto
gathering place for the village’s 30 residents. Except for three women, the
community is made up entirely of men, ranging in age from 22 to 70.

On a sunny spring day, a resident could be seen sitting in the greenhouse
that serves as the community’s inhalation station — it’s behind glass so if
someone suffers from an opioid overdose, those walking by can see and quickly

administer Naloxone or call for help.
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