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CEO of Canadian 
Museum of Immigration 
steps down after being 
accused of bullying staff
MICHAEL MACDONALD
The Canadian Press

HALIFAX — The CEO of the Cana-
dian Museum of Immigration 
in Halifax has stepped down 
after a federal investigation led 
to allegations Marie Chapman 
had bullied staff and created 
an environment of fear that left 
many employees emotionally 
damaged.

The museum’s board of trus-
tees issued a statement con-
firming Chapman had decided 
to retire earlier this month and 
then chose to leave her post on 
Thursday.

“Neither the board nor the 
outgoing CEO wish for this mat-
ter to distract from the perfor-
mance of the museum,” board 
chairperson Cynthia Price Ver-
reault said in the statement.

The CEO’s departure came 
a day after the Public Sector 
Integrity Commissioner released 
a report citing evidence Chap-
man had engaged in a pattern 
of inappropriate behaviour for 
more than a decade, resulting in 
serious breaches of the public 
sector code of conduct and the 
museum’s code of conduct.

The report from commis-
sioner Harriet Solloway alleges 
Chapman’s misconduct included 
using offensive and inappro-
priate language, intimidating 
employees, yelling and instilling 
fear. The commissioner’s report, 
which followed a two-year inves-
tigation, was tabled Wednesday 
in the House of Commons.

“While each incident on its 
own might not rise to the level 
of a serious breach of a code of 
conduct, the repeated nature of 
Ms. Chapman’s actions impact-
ing multiple employees elevates 
their severity,” Solloway’s report 
says.

“Our investigation revealed 
that Ms. Chapman referred to 
her senior leadership team, or 

SLT, [by] using the term ‘sluts.’ 
Ms. Chapman used this term in 
public and in the presence of 
museum employees.”

Solloway concluded that 
even if Chapman was trying to 
be funny, such language in the 
workplace is inconsistent with 
the standards expected of lead-
ers in the public sector.

The report also accuses Chap-
man of:
• Ranking women working at the 
museum by age.
• Saying there were “no good-
looking men” at the museum.
• Referring to some employees 
by using nicknames related to 
their physical appearance or 
behaviour.
• Saying that a female athlete 
looked too masculine to be fea-
tured in a museum product.

Solloway said 20 witnesses 
were interviewed, including 
Chapman. The museum, a Crown 
agency that operates at arm’s 
length from the federal govern-
ment, has 56 permanent employ-
ees.

In response to the report, 
Chapman submitted a statement 
to the commissioner denying 
almost all of the allegations 
against her, arguing that a lack 
of detail in the report creates 
a false impression about the 
frequency and scale of certain 
events. Chapman also said in 
her response that several of the 
people interviewed by the com-
mission were not part of the 
museum’s workforce.

In her concluding remarks, 
Chapman said that during almost 
20 years working at the museum, 
the board never questioned her 
conduct, and she said she never 
received any warnings or nega-
tive evaluations.

“While I disagree with the 
findings outlined in the report, 
I acknowledge and embrace my 
responsibility as a leader of the 
museum,” her statement said.

Another 
Conservative 
MP crosses 
floor to join 
Liberal caucus
The Canadian Press

OTTAWA — Toronto-area MP 
Michael Ma is leaving the 
Conservatives to join Prime 
Minister Mark Carney’s 
Liberals.

Ma, who represents 
Markham-Unionville, said in a 
statement released Thursday 
that he made the decision after 
listening “carefully” to the peo-
ple in his riding in recent weeks 
and reflecting with his family on 
the direction of the country.

Ma said this is a time for 
“unity and decisive action for 
Canada’s future.”

He said Carney is offering 
“the steady, practical approach 
we need to deliver on the priori-
ties I hear every day while door 
knocking in Markham-Union-
ville.”

His move puts the Liberals 
one seat shy of a majority gov-
ernment, with 171 seats.

Last month, Nova Scotia 
MP Chris d’Entremont left the 
Conservative caucus to join the 
Liberals, just hours after the 
government tabled its latest 
budget on the floor of the House 
of Commons.

That news did not land well 
among d’Entremont’s now for-
mer caucus colleagues.

Deputy Conservative 
leader Melissa Lantsman said 
d’Entremont chose not to do the 
job Conservative voters sent him 
to Ottawa for. Ontario Conserva-
tive MP Leslyn Lewis said the 
situation was “very sad.”

The Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21 in Halifax.  
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