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At this time of year, it
Is often inescapable to
worry about the future.
The days are darker,
the weather is uglier,
and yet there are still
hundreds of people
struggling just to
survive another day.

WE CAN'T DO IT WITHOUT YOU. We are truly grateful to everyone who contributes
to Our Place. We appreciate the care and compassion shown by donations of time,
talent and money that benefit our family members. The many programs and services
o ered are only possible with the generosity of Our Place volunteers and supporters
like you. Thank you!
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CLOCKWISE: Our Place was selected as a recipient
of this year’s Tim Hortons Smile Cookie Campaign.

Oak Bay United Church’s Rev. Sarah Fanning
donates socks and underwear to Our Place.

Angel Gifts were handed out to Family Members.

A Christmas Carol with CBC was held in a new
location: Broad View United.
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From an early age, Dan

had no expectation of
Dan’s Stability. “My childhood
Story was chaotic,” he says.

“[Prison] was finally the
first place that somebody
paid attention to me. It
was one of my teachers
at the school there who
noticed the pattern

that | had a really hard
time with reading, and
retaining information.”

B ECO M E A Would you consider a monthly gift to Our Place? By giving this way,

you can make a big impact all year long and ensure there is help available

M O N T H LY DO N O R in our community every day. And, we'll send you just one consolidated

receipt for your annual donation in time for filing your tax return each year.
JOIN OUR COMMUNITY BUILDERS Please call our philanthropy team at 250-940-5060 or choose ‘monthly’
PROGRAM TODAY when donating online at www.ourplacesociety.com/donate
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Retiring after 30 years serving the needy,
he launched out on a new venture,
writing a book based on his journal
entries over many years.

The result was Muddy Water: Stories from
the Street, containing 72 short chapters
about life on the streets in Victoria, and
well-illustrated by local artist Elfrida
Schragen who has long supported Our
Place.

Not an easy book to read, but
heartwarming in many ways, Rev. Al tells
it like it is, with all of life’s blemishes and
bouquets.

A PLANNED GIFT
CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN

He completed writing the book in 2023
and brought together a team of local
volunteers to help him publish and
market the book, all with a view to raising
awareness about homelessness and its
many challenges.

All proceeds and royalties from the
book are being donated to Our Place to
support the Dandelion Street Outreach
Program.

The book has been available since the
spring of 2024 and in the first year, a total
of $10,000 was raised for Our Place.

Al and his team of supporters gathered
in July of this year to celebrate this
milestone and present a cheque to Our
Place. The project will continue until the
spring of 2026, with the remaining funds
being donated as well.

Books are still available and can be
purchased from Amazon or directly from
the publisher Wipf and Stock, at their
website using discount code CONF40".

Copies may also be available form Russell
Books in Victoria.
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Save The Date - Feb. 28
Warm Hearts on a Cold Night

N Saturday,
O February 28, 2026,
Coldest Night of

the Year walkers will take
to the streets of downtown
Victoria.

Our Place

HELP SERVE
HOPE & BELONGING

Walk with us and
show our neighbours
in need that they’re
not alone.
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Sat, February 28
Register today: cnoy.org/VictoriaPandora
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

Lead Sponsor: Supporting Sponsor:
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Hope and Belonging




