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Finding light in

the darkest of days,
although difficult at
times, is essential for
the work we do for those
who are struggling.

WE CAN'T DO IT WITHOUT YOU. We are truly grateful to everyone who contributes
to Our Place. We appreciate the care and compassion shown by donations of time,
talent and money that benefit our family members. The many programs and services
offered are only possible with the generosity of Our Place volunteers and supporters
like you. Thank youl!
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Just in cage
You haye
forgotten today:
You matter -
You are loved

You are worthy

EXTRA STEP: Even during a time of pandemic,
Our Place staff and donors go that extra step to
make sure the vulnerable people we serve are
kept safe, well fed, and offered a glimmer of hope
for the future.
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The one word that has
followed Tony around
for his entire life is
"Trouble’.

“I was a bit of a problem
child,” he says. “Acting out _

tantrums, things like that” ©F eight different high

BECOME A

MONTHLY DONOR

JOIN OUR CIRCLE OF LOVE
PROGRAM TODAY

schools for fighting or
being aggressive. It just
got out of control.”

Why not join the many donors who have chosen to give monthly? This
eco-friendly method ensures the money saved on printing and mailing
goes directly to providing food and services for people in need. Plus, you
get more control over your giving because you can cancel or alter your gift
at any time. And, we'll send you one receipt for your annual donation in
time for filing your tax return. Interested? Please call our philanthropy team
at 250-940-5060 or visit ourplacesociety.com/donate/monthly to sign up.




serious crimes and taking hard drugs.

He was first incarcerated at 16. Then, at

17 he was charged with murder after
confronting a man he says had raped and
mutilated a friend. The man pulled a gun
and Tony struck him in the throat, resulting
in death.

Tony was sentenced to Life-10, which
meant he was only eligible for parole after
serving 10 years. After serving nine years,
however, Tony was charged with attempted
murder of a fellow inmate. He received an
additional six years.

After two years in the SHU, Canada's highest
security prison, Tony was transferred to
Donnacona, a maximume-security prison
with a different vision of prisoner reform.

‘Compared to where I had been, it was
heaven,” he says. “It gave me focus.”

Tony began to get serious about drawing,
even selling his art to fellow inmates. But
then a cellmate told him the tattoo artists

were making “three or four times” more off
his drawings than he was. So Tony went to
a tattooist who only had five months left in
his sentence and struck a deal. Tony would
provide the artwork if the tattooist taught
him how to do tattoos.

Suddenly, Tony was building relationships
and finding a new purpose in life. "My work
started to be known.”

Tony's anger issues, however, had never
been resolved, and a confrontation with an
inmate send him back to the SHU.

Upon his retum to the Super-Max, a
psychologist took an interest and decided
to send Tony to a psychiatric hospital for
an assessment. It was there that he was
finally diagnosed with both Bipolar and
Schizoaffective disorder.

With proper medication and a two-year
hospital stay, Tony's life began to change.
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Tony made it down to a minimum security
prison, and six months ago, he was released
to a half-way house after serving 35 years.

“Nobody ever thought I would get out of
prison,” he says.

While looking for work, Tony spotted the
Our WorkPlace sign — Our Place's work
placement program — and went in to see
what it was all about.

Our Place just happened to be looking for
anew member of its custodial team, and
Tony quickly snatched it up.

Coming up on his three-month work
anniversary, Tony is thinking about the
future for the very first time.
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February is a month to reflect on the
love in our lives. More than 20,000
donations from individuals in 2020
helped hundreds of people affected
by the triple pandemic (COVID, opioid
crisis, and economic downturn).
Generous donors ensured that those
experiencing some of the toughest
times in our community were able
to receive a warm welcome, food,
shelter, access to showers, clean
clothes, use of our computer lab,

job search support services and a
listening ear. Dozens more are in
healing treatment at our New Roads
Therapeutic Recovery Community.
THANKYOU ALL.

VOLUNTEERING THANKYOU TO ALL OUR AMAZING VOLUNTEERS advocating from home or active

AT OUR PL ACE in service, adhering to safety protocols yet supporting Our Place Society in many
creative ways! We appreciate your care and all you do. At this time, we are reengaging

OUR PLACE VOLUNTEERS ARE and placing already registered volunteers in needed roles. For updates please visit our

THE SNAP/CRACKLE IN OUR POP website at: www.ourplacesociety.com/volunteer



‘I grew up with very limited means. I
understand the limited opportunities that
a life like that can offer,” he says.

Now a business and community leader,
Justin, together with his wife Shelley,
are in a position to give back to their
community. The owners of the Hillside
Avenue Canadian Tire franchise make
decisions every day on ways they can
make a difference to the lives of others
who face significant challenges.

The Youngs formed a staff-management
committee to review requests and make
recommendations of vital programs and
services that make a significant impact.

“We support Our Place, not just because
they treat our most vulnerable citizens,
but because they offer programs that

have the capability to enrich and enhance

lives,” he says.

Justin points to the Our WorkPlace

JUSTIN AND SHELLEY YOUNG

employment program and New Roads
Therapeutic Recovery Community

as initiatives that provide people the
opportunity to grow and one day give
back to others — just as Justin is able to
do.

Within a week of Our Place announcing
its fundraising campaign to feed people
outdoors during COVID, Justin and
Shelley donated the costs for a day of
meals, and repeated that donation a
month later. They have also just recently
committed sponsorship for Our Place’s
upcoming 7th annual Hungry Hearts
fundraiser in September.

The money raised from that event will
go directly to Our Place’s health and
safety campaign, which provides access
to paramedic outreach workers, medical

supplies and other vital resources, critical

in supporting those facing poverty and
homelessness.

“By supporting our local charities, we
are investing back into the region,” says
Young. “I truly believe that our success is
tied closely to the success of those who

shop in our store. They know their money

stays in our community, and together we
can do so much good!”

Things We Need
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Great Grants

It takes a village

ank you to

the 20,200 gifts

from individual
donors too numerous
to mention, and to the
following foundations,
government departments
and organizations for
significant grants in
support of Our Place
programs and services in
2020.
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Hope and Belonging

Our Place

Coldest Night

(11

coldest+night

%Saturda}& February 20, 2021
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TAKE A BIG STEP FOR OUR
NEIGHBOURS IN NEED

The need to open our Drop-In floor
and Nutrition Bar into the evening
will add over $200,000 to our annual
budget. To make this possible, we
need your help to keep vulnerable
people warm, safe and fed during
the cold, wet months ahead. If you
can help with a financial donation,
please visit the website or call:

250-940-5060

Visit our website: ourplacesociety.com ‘ ‘




