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Chief
Executive
Officer's
Message

Housing is the No. 1
issue on the minds of
politicians, business
leaders, social agencies,
and let’'s not forget:
vulnerable people
abandoned in our parks
and on our streets.

WE CAN'T DO IT WITHOUT YOU. We are truly grateful to everyone who contributes
to Our Place. We appreciate the care and compassion shown by donations of time,
talent and money that benefit our family members. The over 60 programs and
services offered are only possible with the generosity of Our Place volunteers and
supporters like you. Thank you!

Finding Comfort

in a

NEW COMFORT: Our Place has been busy
working with the province to provide housing for
people experiencing homelessness. One of those
facilities is the former Comfort Inn where over 65
people are now housed.




Our
Family

After moving to Vancouver from Victoria
with a girlfriend at the age of 18, Forest
dipped their* toe into the heroin scene
as a rite of passage to becoming a writer.
The authors they admired (Jack Kerouac,
William S. Burroughes, etc.) all seemed to
have experimented with drugs and wrote
positively about those experiences.

‘I thought I would be strong enough to
experience that, and come back.”

Unfortunately, heroin had other ideas.

Before Forest knew it, life became all about
finding their next opioid fix, and writing
was lost in the fog.

But one day, as people around them were
dying from tainted drugs, they visited a

* Forest uses the
pronoun They

BECOME A
MONTHLY DONOR

i

I felt out of society, not a part of society.
But they just treated me normally.

Supervised Injection Site.

‘It was quite powerful. I was really struck
by the way the staff treated me, like a
person. It was very odd because [ had been
panhandling and involved in sex work and
feeling really low about myself. I felt out

of society, not a part of society. But they
asked my name, smiled, and just treated
me normally.

Shaking off their addiction, however, was
still years in the future.

Forest lived in British Columbia all of their
life, spending most of their early youth in
Kelowna and Fernie.

‘I came from a good background,” they say.
‘I came from a happy, healthy home.”

They left home at 15, however, after
coming out as bisexual in high school, and
quickly discovering how small minded and
bigoted so many of their classmates were.

Forest moved to Victoria where their sister
lived, and couch surfed while finishing up
the last two years of high school.

Victoria, they found, was accepting of who
they were, and Forest loved those final
years of schooling.

5.

They were excited when they first went out
into the world to explore Vancouver. But
that's when heroin dragged them down.

After their experience at the Supervised
Injection Site, Forest returned to Victoria at
the age of 20, but couldn't quit the streets.
Their addiction followed them every step
of the way until, two years later, they
became pregnant.

While living at Sandy Merriman House,
Forest would walk over to Our Place

every day for a banana to help with
morning sickness. During those visits, they
connected with Benoit, an Our Place team
lead. (Benoit's story was featured in our
summer newsletter available online)

Forest's life began to settle. The father of
their child decided to get clean, too, and
they moved in together.

Forest then turmed their eye to a career in
Mental Health and Addiction that they had
been inspired to pursue.

They signed up for Camosun College, and
completed the course while pregnant

with their second child. Now the parent
of three (ages 8, 4 and 2), Forest has been
working at Our Place for three years.
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V

Ouir first Virtual Hungry Hearts was

a roaring success despite the many
obstacles placed in our path. Thanks to
everyone who donated and tuned-in to
the livestream, we raised $150,000 for
medical needs. Thank You!

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

OUR PLACE VOLUNTEERS ARE
THE SNAP/CRACKLE IN OUR POP

THANKYOU TO ALL OUR AMAZING VOLUNTEERS still adhering to our temporary
suspension of volunteer services through this challenging time. We appreciate your
support. At this time, we are not actively recruiting new volunteers, rather we will be
focusing on a reintegration plan for volunteers to return safely when the time is right.
For updates, visit our website at: www.ourplacesociety.com/volunteer

She lived three days shy of 96 years old!

“My mother’s legacy is one of kindness
and love. She was dedicated to her

family and to her work as a volunteer for
numerous charities — and her gift of warm
hospitality shone brightly when hosting
her many English teas and dinners,” said
her son, Paul Jenkins.

Her husband of 67 years, Harry, died

in 2014, but they enjoyed a long and
wonderful life together with their children
and grandchildren.

A PLANNED GIFT
CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN

As a long-time donor to Our Place,
Doreen included a gift in her will to
continue her lifelong story of care and
compassion for those less fortunate in the
world.

“I can't help thinking that she's sitting in
her favourite armchair, cup of tea in hand
and hoping we're doing okay in dealing
with this horrific virus,” says Paul.

“Given that she and my father survived six
years in war-torn England (through the
blitz and many visits to air raid shelters), I
can hear her saying, ‘Follow the guidance
from our wonderful public health care
leaders, be patient and kind to one
another.’

“And, she would have a special word of
support for her family members working
on the front lines.”

Doreen’s legacy of love is a testament to a
life of service to others, and a wonderful
way for her story of kindness and
friendship to live on through the work of
Our Place Society.
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Things We Need
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Creative Our Place

Ways to Give Bonny Bonnie

Road to recovery is a dead end without food security

ADMIRED:

Moving into fall and winter, the
need to open our Drop-In floor and
Nutrition Bar into the evening will
add over $200,000 to our annual
budget. To make this possible, we
need your help to keep vulnerable
people warm, safe and fed during
the cold, wet months ahead. If you
can help with a financial donation,
please visit the website or call:

250-940-5060

ata ourplace

Ak
Hope and Belonging

Visit our website: ourplacesociety.com ‘ ‘




