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The silver lining behind
every failure is the lesson
it teaches us in order to
do better next time.

WE CAN'T DO IT WITHOUT YOU. We are truly grateful to everyone who contributes

to Our Place. We appreciate the care and compassion shown by donations of time,
talent and money that benefit our family members. The over 60 programs and services
offered are only possible with the generosity of Our Place volunteers and supporters like
you. Thank you!




Events

Pride Parade

Moss Street Paint-In

Aboriginal Day

Lieutenant
Governor visits

< HANDSOME DAY: Although it may be difficult to tell in this Before photo

(kidding guys), Our Place hosted another fun Handsome Day in June with
donations from Manscape Spa and Victory Barber & Brand. This was a
special day of pampering with haircuts, shaving kits, manicures, clothing,
pizza and more.
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As a young boy in
Carlos’'s Buenos Aires, Argentina,
Story Carlos’s first job was
to wrap chicken eggs
in newspaper for his
mother.

"I read stories about

Greenpeace and blue

berets (peacekeeping

forces), and I began to

idealize Canada as a place

where people really cared.”
“I experienced this
overwhelming joy,” he says
of his experience in death.
“And the knowledge that

rn

‘We are Heaven'.

BECOME A JOIN THE OVER 700 MEMBERS of our Circle of Love program today! Our

Place is grateful to our monthly Circle of Love donors who spread out annual

MONTH LY DONOR donations over 12 months, which helps us plan and budget more effectively,

and reduces mailing and environmental costs. Monthly donors receive a
JOIN OUR CIRCLE OF LOVE single consolidated charitable tax receipt annually. Monthly giving via credit
PROGRAM TODAY card or direct debit from your bank account is simple to set up — please give
us a call at 250-940-5080 to find out more.



thoughts, Carlos retumed to school. He took
a course in shiatsu massage and a degree

in transpersonal psychology (a school of
psychology that integrates the spiritual

and transcendent aspects of the human
experience.)

This led to a five-year career working in the
challenging field of hospice care.

“If [ could ease somebody’s pain, that was it
for me,” he says with a smile.

During this time, he also came to realize that
the childhood vision he had of Canada wasn't
to be found in Toronto. ‘I realized the West
Coast was where I really needed to be.”

He moved to Sooke and began working in

a healing centre. There, he met his second
wife, but when her immigration visa expired,
life took another tragic tum.
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Fearing for his wife's mental state, Carlos took
her into hiding. It drained all of their savings
to hide from the authorities, but once she
was stabilized, she boarded a plane. Carlos
was left broken-hearted, jobless, homeless
and without any money.

In despair, he ended up in hospital and then
in shelters until he landed one of the new
transitional cots in My Place, operated by Our
Place. That recently led to his own private
room at Mount Edwards Court on Vancouver
Street.
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“Our Place saved my life,” he says. ‘I took
advantage of all the programs and services
that were on offer. Being able to see a doctor
was amazing. [ had severe pain and digestion
problems.”

Carlos also found great relief from attending
a sweat lodge organized by Our Place’s
Spiritual Care team.

He grins. ‘I can eat full meals again now.”

Regaining his strength, Carlos volunteered
at the Our Place Nutrition Bar. This led to a
job offer with the Our Place custodial team,
which he finds “extremely rewarding.”
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VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

OUR PLACE VOLUNTEERS ARE
THE SNAP & CRACKLE IN OUR POP

Compassionate, eager and always ready to
roll up his sleeves or slip on a hairnet, Greg
has been helping out around Our Place for
the last nine years.

Volunteering is in his blood, but it took a
moment of need for him to see just how
valuable his contribution of time could be.

Nine years ago, Greg walked through the
doors of Our Place with a heavy weight upon
his shoulders.

He wandered into Our Place to grab a cup of
coffee, and while he was here, he decided to
inquire about volunteering.

Within days, he was working his first shift in
the hygiene area and cleaning showers for
those even less fortunate than himself.

“That boosted me up no end,” he beams.
“Just having the volunteer manager call me
up and say she wanted me and when could
I start.”

Bom with a brain injury that causes tremors
in his hands, Greg has faced many obstacles
in his life, but he overcomes them all — and

he does it with his humour and compassion
fully intact.

After graduating high school, Greg joined the
Coast Guard and patrolled as far as the Arctic
for nine years before government cutbacks
and downsizing ended his career.

Greg soon passed the course and drove
buses between Victoria and Vancouver for 13
years. Unfortunately, when the company was
sold, he was given a severance package and
found himself unemployed again.

And that's when he first found Our Place.

Throughout his life, Greg has always known
the value of giving back. Last year, he
received special recognition after his 2,000th
blood donation. He also volunteers with
Black Ball Ferry Line as a dock-hand helper.

‘I like being busy,” he says with his trademark
chuckle.

And fortunately for Our Place, we love seeing
Greg's smiling face as he slips on a haimet,
pulls on a pair of goggles, and dives into
slicing and dicing a giant pile of fresh onions.

BECOME PART OF A DYNAMIC TEAM of compassionate people assisting Victoria's most
vulnerable citizens. Volunteer orientation sessions happen every month and are the best
way to find out more about who we are, what we do and how you can get involved!

For more information, visit our website or call our Manager of Volunteers at

250-388-7112 Ext. 258.



A portfolio manager, branch manager, and
Director at Odlum Brown Ltd,, Jando has
been involved with Our Place Society since
2013.

"My first experience was serving breakfast
and touring the facility with members of my

team at Odlum Brown. After that introduction,

I worked with my firm to sponsor the first
Hungry Hearts gala event ... and we've been
sponsors of every gala since then.”

From there, Pete began making occasional
personal donations and recently arranged

a monthly automatic donation, which is
more convenient and easier to budget, while
increasing the benefit to Our Place.

"After serving a breakfast and touring the
facility, I was amazed at the breadth and
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PETE JANDO, left, attends Hungry Hearts event.

depth of services they offer. I was also
surprised at the size of the need in our
community — how many people rely on
Our Place for basic services. [ found the

919 Pandora location to be professionally
managed, with caring and hardworking staff.
And [ recognized that, without Our Place,
there would be an immense increase in the
number of Victorians suffering the effects of
poverty or homelessness.”

While he supports Our Place personally, Pete
has ensured that his firm, Odlum Brown
Limited, is also a major sponsor. As a BC-
based investment firm for the last 95 years
community involvement is part of the DNA at
Odlum Brown.

“When we find a great organization like

Our Place, we look for opportunities to

help. Every team member in our Victoria
office participates in, sponsors or leads
organizations that make this a vibrant place
to live. We're all proud of our association with
Our Place and the important work they do.”

He adds: “When it comes to supporting Our
Place and the less fortunate members of our
community, [ often think about the quote: “If
not me, who? If not now,
when?”
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Things We Need

Winter is coming! Our fellow
citizens in need will feel the
cold and damp on the streets
of Greater Victoria. Empty
your closets and bring your
warm coats and jackets,
blankets and sleeping bags to
Our Place. Donations of new
underwear and socks are
always greatly appreciated.

Contact Tracy at
250-388-7112 ext. 259
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Ways to Give
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CHRISTMAS IN JULY:

Sponsor-a-Breakfast

"Y1
At a ourplace
Y

Hope and Belonging

Visit our website: ourplacesociety.com

Create A Legacy of Love

Our Place

Recent Stats
2017/2018

Meals & Snacks Served
Volunteer Hours
Showers in Hygiene
One-on-One Sessions

Crisis Interventions

Moving into fall and winter, the

need to open our Drop-In floor and
Nutrition Bar into the evening will add
over $200,000 to our annual budget.
To make this possible, we need your
help to keep vulnerable people warm,
safe and fed during the cold, wet
months ahead. If you can help with

a financial donation, please visit the
website or call:

250-940-5080 *

* New number goes live on Sept. 24




