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No sooner had the
last resident of tent
city moved off the
courthouse lawn when
people began asking:
“What's next?”

WE CAN'T DO IT WITHOUT YOU. We are truly grateful to everyone who contributes

to Our Place. We appreciate the care and compassion shown by donations of time,

talent and money that benefit our family members. The increased programs and services
offered are only possible with the generosity of Our Place volunteers and supporters like
you. Thank you!




WHERE ARE
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Moss Street Paint-In

Events

Aboriginal Day

Food Truck Gala

< PRIDE PARADE: It was another great event as Victoria celebrated Pride with
a colourful parade downtown, followed by a full day of festivities. Our Place staff,
volunteers, friends and supporters participated by decorating the Our Place truck and

van, plus walking in the parade to show support for the LGBTQ community.
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Lloyd's Story
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Lloyd freely admits he
has made his fair share
of mistakes, but for the
most part he was able
to stand on his own two
feet while supporting a
wife and two children
— until the day his wife
died.

“I entered detox nine
separate times in four
years,” he says, shaking
his head in disbelief.

“But never got referred to

)

stabilization even once. I
was put back on the street
over and over again.”

Although his own
childhood was troubled
— his parents’ marriage
breaking up when he
was 12; his father having
become an alcoholic —
Lloyd says he's always
been “very grateful to
have my mom,” adding,
“she’s very candid” which,
with a twinkle in his eye,
means she calls him on
his bullshit.

JOIN THE OVER 700 MEMBERS of our Circle of Love program today! Our
Place is grateful to our monthly Circle of Love donors who spread out annual
donations over 12 months, which helps us plan and budget more effectively,

and reduces mailing and environmental costs. Monthly donors receive a

single consolidated charitable tax receipt annually. Monthly giving via credit
card or direct debit from your bank account is simple to set up — please give

us a call at 250-413-3161 to find out more.
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He looks down in a moment of self He adds, ‘I got my first job at 11 years When he's not working, Lloyd enjoys
appraisal and adds, ‘I'm the one who needs  old, washing dishes at White Spot here the support from his fellow residents,
all the repair work. But, you know, if you've  in Victoria. I've also done landscaping, especially as an active participant in the
never been broken, you can't be fixed.” demolition, painting, and earned my red peer-led SMART recovery program.

1 in brick laying.”
seal n bnexiaying A large part of the SMART program is

Visitors may spot Lloyd washing the learning to change self-defeating thinking,
pavement in front of the Our Place emotions and actions.

building on Pandora Avenue. Every day,

he takes either the hose or the power

washer and clears all the dirt and discarded

One of the ways Lloyd is working his way cigarette butts from the main entrance.

back toward his goal of independent living
is by taking a part-time job at Our Place
with the custodial team.

‘I chased the job,” he says. “When [ heard
there was an opening, [ jumped at it
because I've always liked to stay busy.”

Keeping the area clean is part of Our
Place's commitment to being a good
neighbour.

NEW AT OUR PLACE!




VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

Today, Jane is struggling to bring more
veterinarians on board because the monthly
program is so popular that people and their
pets are being tumed away.

Jane relies heavily on a volunteer team of 8
to 15 veterinary professionals from different
clinics across Vancouver Island, but she
desperately needs more veterinarians to join
the ranks.

“It's so good for our profession,” she says.
“We help so many vulnerable people, and
stop communicable diseases from spreading
among the animal population.”

Some of the most popular treatments are
vaccinations and flea treatment. However,
these are also the most expensive.

“We don't receive any government grants,

so all our funding is by donation. Some
pharmaceutical companies have made
donations of product, which is great, as flea
control can cost between ten to twenty-five
dollars per pet.”

Having a record of flea control and
vaccinations is an important ingredient in
helping people find housing, too.

The popularity of the program has reached
beyond Victoria, and now Jane is receiving
calls to help set up similar programs in other
municipalities.

“This is the first of its kind in B.C.," explains
Jane. “We're fully accredited, and each
appointment lasts about five minutes due to
the sheer volume of pets we see. The people
we interact with are very friendly and very
appreciative, as are their pets.”

Jane and her team try to see a maximum

of 60 animals on each clinic day. Pet food is
also collected and distributed by the Pet Food
Bank at Our Place, which is run by a great
team of animal-loving volunteers.

Jane can be contacted, and donations made,
through the program's new website:
http://vetsforpetsvictoria.com

BECOME PART OF A DYNAMIC TEAM of compassionate people assisting Victoria's most
vulnerable citizens. Volunteer orientation sessions happen every month and are the best

way to find out more about who we are, what we do and how you can get involved!

For more information, visit our website or call Julia, Manager of Volunteers, at

250-388-7112 Ext. 243.



Alison Wedekind is a senior sales manager
for Concert Properties whose first experience
with Our Place was serving breakfast to a
hungry crowd as part of a special four-day
Sponsor A Breakfast program sponsored in

partnership by four local companies: Concert,

Farmer, Colliers, and Stantec.

‘I absolutely loved it,” she says about being
part of the breakfast team. "Along with

being a great opportunity to serve such an
appreciative population, it was also a chance
for us to connect with some of our business
partners in a very meaningful way."

With a staff of five, Concert is one of the
smaller businesses, so they also appreciated

being part of a larger partnership that was
spearheaded by Stantec.

Stantec, an engineering, architectural and
environmental services firm, is known for its
philanthropy, and is an important sponsor of
Our Place’s annual Hungry Hearts fund-raiser.
After serving its first breakfast, the company
quickly saw what a rewarding team-building
opportunity it offered.

Also, for the third year in a row, the local
Stantec team coordinated a clothing and
toiletry drive for Our Place. Employees
volunteered to collect and deliver dozens
of boxes of winter clothing, blankets, soaps,
shampoo and shaving supplies that provide
for the needs of hundreds of homeless and
impoverished individuals.

Companies can sponsor a hot cooked
breakfast to kick start the day for over
300 family members for only $S500. As
that amount only covers the cost of the
food, additional donations are very much
appreciated as they help fund support for
people accessing our services.

Things We Need

Winter is coming! Our fellow
citizens in need will feel the
cold and damp on the streets
of Greater Victoria. Empty
your closets and bring your
warm coats and jackets,
blankets and sleeping bags to
Our Place. Donations of new
underwear and socks are
always greatly appreciated.

Contact Tracy at
250-388-7112 ext. 259
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Creative

Ways to Give
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SPIRITUAL DREAM TEAM:

Sponsor-a-Breakfast Create A Legacy of Love
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At a ourplace
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Hope and Belonging

Our Place
Recent Stats
2015/2016

Meals Served
Volunteer Hours
Showers in Hygiene
One-on-One Sessions

Crisis Interventions

Moving into fall and winter, the
need to open our Drop-In floor and
Nutrition Bar into the evening will
add over $200,000 to our annual
budget. To make this possible, we
desperately need your help to keep
vulnerable people warm, safe and
fed during the cold, wet months
ahead. If you can help with a
financial donation, please call:

250-413-3161

Visit our website: ourplacesociety.com ‘ ‘




