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Faces of Love. It was a
title we selected for a
recent art exhibition by
an Our Place supporter,
but it also sums up the
people whom we serve.

T H AN‘ K WE ARE TRULY GRATEFUL TO EVERYONE who contributes to Our Place. We appreciate
the care and compassion shown by donations of time, talent and money that benefit our
YOUI Family members. The increased programs and services offered over the past year would
" not have been possible without the generosity of Our Place volunteers and supporters.
Thank you!



Our Recent Christmas Carol Faces of Love
Events

Royal Visit

Mayoral Debate

ANGEL GIFTS: Our multi-faith chapel was bulging with Christmas gifts for
Family members this year. Through the generosity of local churches, schools,
community groups, government offices, businesses and individuals, Our
Place distributed over 750 presents to people who otherwise would have had
nothing. The presents were provided by the generosity of the community
through the Angel Gifts program.
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Mark's Story
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LEGACY
or LOVE

A PLANNED GIFT
CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN

When you're homeless, you get this feeling
of despair — you just feel hopeless.

“School wasn't doing it for me, so
I started dealing dope to all my
classmates.”

“It's all a blank,” he says. "All I
know is that I was doing poorly at
school — and always getting into
trouble.”

"It hooked me from the first puff”
says Mark. “I instantly needed
more.”

WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE that Our Place’s Legacy of Love planned giving pro-
gram has had a successful year and we are blessed to have so many generous donors
thinking of us in their future plans. Leaving a gift in your will with Our Place will ensure
that those experiencing poverty will always have a welcoming and supportive environ-
ment with vital services and programs at our downtown location; you are truly helping
to transform lives. If you are interested in learning more about leaving a Legacy of Love
with Our Place please call us at 250-388-7112 or email legacy@ourplacesociety.




"At first, we went there for meals,
but the outreach workers — who
still work at Our Place today

— helped me get my disability
benefits, and then they got us
housed. After we were housed,
our lives started to get better.”

THERE ARE NEW VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES in the evening and on weekends as Our
Place extends its hours this winter. Become part of a dynamic team of compassionate
people assisting Victoria's most vulnerable citizens. To find out when the next volunteer
orientation session is being held, call our Manager of Volunteers at

250-388-7112 Ext. 243 or email volunteer@ourplacesociety.com.

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

OUR PLACE VOLUNTEERS ARE
AN INTEGRAL PART OF WHAT WE DO
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Aboriginal : :
: Imagine being homeless
Housing Support and every time you
see a vacancy for an
apartment, the landlord
takes one look and says,
"We're full.”

“It can beat you down,” he

adds. “When you face so many
struggles, can't find work, and a
landlord won't give you the time
of day, it's tough.”

NEW PROGR AM s SOME OF THE MANY NEW PROGRAMS introduced recently include: First Nations
Morning Circle, Alcoholics Anonymous meetings, second hairdressing shift on Sundays,
BINGO AND KNITTING PROVE second knitting class on Tuesdays, Reiki energy healing and Taoist Tai Chi on Fridays;
TO BE A HIT WITH THE FAMILY paramedic once a week to administer advanced First Aid, Bingo on Thursday nights and
Board Games on Friday nights, Saturday movie nights, First Nations beading and weav-
ing, and much more.
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“We are happy to be involved
in such a great organization,”
adds Barb, who also volunteers
with Project Connect, “and will

continue to do so.”
Paul and Barbara Best

have been giving
monthly since
Our Place opened

Things We Need

WARM JACKETS
Greater Victoria Public BLANKETS
Library helps Our Place SLEEPING BAGS
feed readers’ minds DRY GOODs
FRUIT
“I could see how much VEGETABLES
need there was in the street TOILETRIES
community,” says Barb. “And I
would always feel better after WINTER IS HERE! Our fellow
dropping off what was needed.” citizens in need will feel the

cold and damp on the streets
of Greater Victoria. Empty
your closets and bring your
warm coats and jackets,
blankets and sleeping bags to
Our Place. Donations of new
underwear and socks are
greatly appreciated.

Contact Tracy at
250-388-7112 ext. 259.

NEW ARTWORK: Talented local artist and Our Place custodian John
Martin Prevost paints an Orca on the stairwell leading from the ground
floor Drop-In to the first-floor Dining Hall. John is also painting four of the
concrete pillars in the Drop-In with his colourful artwork of hummingbirds
and the sun. While working on this project, John received his three-year
sobriety pin.
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Creative

Ways to Give

VETS FOR PETS:

Sponsor-a-Breakfast
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Hope and Belonging

Monthly Giving

Our Place

Special Events

Family Day

Hungry Hearts

Community Easter Meal

Special Thanks

New Signage
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Visit our website: ourplacesociety.com ‘ ‘




