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Scott Burley says he’ll never for-
get where he came from, and will
not walk away from his commit-
ment to leaving the community —
especially the most vulnerable —
a little better off than he found it.

The owner of the 2 Burley Men
moving company knows only too
well what it means to be broke, to
have little in the way of hope and
even fewer places to turn for help.

Just over 10 years ago, it was
Burley who needed the helping
hand and a new direction in life.
As a result, the 44-year-old knows
just how far a little help at the bot-
tom of the pile can go to turn a life
around. “I remember not being
able to afford a Slurpee at the 7-
Eleven,” he said of an old life that
featured a divorce and a stint in
rehab to clean up.

Burley, who has been clean and
sober for more than 10 years,
found hope in a job at Our Place.

“It was the first place I cleaned
up. I started working there when I
was eight months clean,” he said. 

Burley worked as an addictions
worker at Our Place and eventu-
ally with the Vancouver Island
Health Authority.

He saw what the work did for
him in building himself back up,
and saw the effect it had on the
hundreds of people who came
through Our Place’s programs.

It was after he had been sober
for three years that he started his
moving business, and he said it’s
been “a whole new life, a dream”
since then. 

But he has never forgotten the
impact Our Place made on him.

“I think it’s a little like your
first girlfriend, you always think
about her,” he said with a laugh.
“That’s where it started for me.”

As his business has grown, he
has maintained his connection
with Our Place by donating time
and money and helping to drive
new programs.

Burley said giving back has
always been part of the 2 Burley
Men business plan.

“Because I worked at Our
Place, I always did stuff for them.
But as I’ve been able to afford
more, I do more,” he said, noting
that last year he gave Our Place
about $20,000. This year, through
cash and services, it could be as
high as $40,000.

In total, he expects he will
spread about $70,000 in cash and
kind around the community this
year, because he feels it’s the right
thing to do. “I’m not rich, but I do
well. And the better I do, the more
we as a company are going to do,”
he said. “The Island supports the
Island. I think you can’t ask for
help unless you’re willing to give
back. If you ask for the commu-
nity to support you, then you had
better be ready to support them.”

So far, that’s worked nicely for
2 Burley Men. In less than eight

years, the moving firm has grown
into a fleet of 55 trucks moving
people all over the province and
into Alberta, Saskatchewan and
Manitoba.

Burley is doing so much long-
haul business between B.C. and
Alberta that he expects to launch
a Calgary division in the new year
and, from there, spread across
Alberta.

Our Place executive director
Don Evans said Burley is a great
example of how Victoria rallies
around good causes.

“We rely on the support of peo-
ple like Scott and organizations
like 2 Burley Men to do this work,
because most of our support
comes from individuals and cor-
porations. He steps up and it
makes a difference,” Evans said.
“Without that support, we couldn’t
do what we do.”

Evans said Burley has a big
heart and a passion for helping
vulnerable people.

“He has been a supporter of
Our Place for a long time. He has
personal connections here, he
worked here at one point, and he

always wants to make a differ-
ence,” Evans said.

Burley believes supporting Our
Place is especially important at
this time of year.

“You do tend to think about the
homeless more when it’s Christ-
mas. It’s cold and raining,” he said.
“You do think about it more every
time your feet get wet and you can
appreciate what you have and
think about the guy who doesn’t.”

“What Don Evans has done
there is insane. The people are
getting so much more out of it
than just a coffee and a safe place
off the streets,” he said. “It gives a
person a chance, it really does. If
that place wasn’t open, Victoria
would be a mess, all of those peo-
ple would be on the street.”

But Our Place, like other out-
reach services, charities and shel-
ters, is stretched thin this year. It
has served 100,000 more meals
this year than last and is having to
consider cutting back its hours in
January if fundraising goals fall
short in December.

Evans said the need continues
to grow, and Our Place is seeing

more young people on the streets.
But despite being stretched

thin he remains optimistic.
“There’s a lot of compassion in

the city and we are well supported
in the city,” he said. “That always
gives me hope.”
aduffy@timescolonist.com
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Christmas Fund  

HOW TO DONATE
Since 1956, this newspaper has
collected money to benefit the less for-
tunate. Last year, through the Christmas
Fund, we raised and distributed about
$320,000, and we hope to beat that
total this year.

We work with the Salvation Army and
the Mustard Seed, which handle the
disbursement of most of the funds, and
also provide financial help to Our Place.

To donate, go online to:
timescolonist.com/donate. You will
be directed to a Canada Helps donation
form; once you make your donation, a
tax receipt will be provided
immediately.

Or mail a cheque, payable to the
Times Colonist Christmas Fund
Society, to the Times Colonist
Christmas Fund, 2621 Douglas St.,
Victoria, V8T 4M2. You can use your
credit card by phoning 250-995-4438
between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m., Monday
through Friday. Outside those hours,
messages will be accepted.

Scott Burley: “I remember not being able to afford a Slurpee at the 7-Eleven.”  DARREN STONE, TIMES COLONIST

Our Place helped him, now he’s helping back

LAURA KANE
The Canadian Press

VANCOUVER — During his first
visit to B.C. since federal approval
of the Trans Mountain pipeline
expansion, Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau grappled with two issues
facing the province — tanker
traffic and the opioid crisis.

Trudeau toured a Canadian
Coast Guard tug on Tuesday in
Vancouver, where he announced
that two emergency towing ves-
sels that were promised as part of
a federal plan to protect Canada’s
oceans will operate on the West
Coast.

“Both of these vessels will
operate on Canada’s West Coast
and help to keep large disabled
vessels off B.C.’s pristine coasts,”
Trudeau said in a statement.

The vessels, announced in
November as part of the federal
government’s $1.5-billion Oceans
Protection Plan, will help the coast
guard tow large commercial ships
that are in distress and pose a
hazard to navigation and the
marine environment.

The announcement and image
of Trudeau steering a yellow tug-
boat in Vancouver’s harbour
appear to be aimed at easing fears
of increased tanker traffic caused
by Kinder Morgan Canada’s
$6.8-billion expansion.

Many politicians and First

Nations on B.C.’s south coast,
including Vancouver Mayor Gre-
gor Robertson, oppose the project.
The City of Burnaby filed leave to
appeal the government’s approval
in the Federal Court of Appeal on
Tuesday.

Trudeau played down questions
about lengthy protests, civil dis-
obedience and court battles.

“Yes, there will be people who
still will disagree with this deci-
sion. That’s fine. We’re a country
of people who have a broad range

of perspectives and opinions,” he
told a Vancouver Sun editorial
board meeting.

Trudeau also met with B.C.’s
provincial health officer, Dr.
Perry Kendall, to discuss the opi-
oid crisis. More than 750 people
have died in the province this year
of illicit drug overdoses, many of
them linked to fentanyl.

He said his government was
working to reverse changes to
harm-reduction measures that
were made by the previous Con-

servative government. Health
Minister Jane Philpott has intro-
duced a bill to remove barriers for
jurisdictions that want to open
supervised-injection sites.

Trudeau said he “very inter-
ested” in seeing the results of pilot
projects in Vancouver to provide
addicts with prescription heroin.

The approval of Trans Moun-
tain has been applauded in
Alberta and protested by some in
B.C. B.C. Environment Minister
Mary Polak said she welcomed

Ottawa’s decision to add a second
rescue tug for B.C.

Premier Christy Clark has
insisted for years her government
will support new heavy-oil
pipelines only if five conditions
are met, including a “world-lead-
ing” marine oil-spill response
regime.

> Conservation groups challenge
Trans Mountain approval, B3
> Obama, Trudeau ban offshore oil
and gas licensing in Arctic, B4

Trudeau defends Trans Mountain call

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau steers a Canadian Coast Guard tugboat in Vancouver Harbour on Tuesday.  JONATHAN HAYWARD, THE CANADIAN PRESS

PM also grapples
with opioid crisis in
visit to Vancouver
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 Your Local

 Foam Shop!

 Santa says, It would be a
 crime not to shop here.

 Don’t be 
 under-rested!!!

 Like Us
 On Facebook
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 890 Goldstream Ave. Langford
 (Across from City Hall)  250-381-1890

 2103 Douglas St. Victoria
 (Formerly Thompsons)  250-385-7622

 2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

 Just in time for Holiday Company coming!
 FREE 

 DELIVERY 
 from 

 Sooke to Sidney

 “Your Comfort is Our Business!”

 BOXING WEEK SALE  ON NOW! BOXING WEEK SALE  ON NOW!
 M C GEACHIE’S 

 FOAM & UPHOLSTERY


