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VICTORIA

New Balance Victoria
1205 Government Street 
(Corner of View Street)

Tel 250 382 9327
Toll-Free 1 877 882 9327

newbalancevictoria.ca

Guaranteed to fit.
Everyone gets the perfect fi t or 
full refund, see in-store for details.

ROB REID
Local Owner

MULTIPLE
W I D T H S

AVAILABLE

U L T I M A T E 
C O M F O R T

E V E R Y D A Y
The                                  880v11 is designed for ultimate comfort 

with a responsive Fresh Foam X midsole that provides ultra-

soft cushioning. The new engineered double jacquard mesh 

upper offers a breathable premium fi t. Your feet will thank

you everyday for wearing this shoe.

Women's

Men's

J U S T  L A U N C H E D

AAcccceessss  RReeaallttyy  LLttdd..  
PPrriimmee  RReessiiddeennttiiaall  TTwwoo  HHoommee  SSiittee  

RRoocckkllaanndd  AAtt  CCrraaiiggddaarrrroocchh  CCaassttllee  

DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  PPeerrmmiitt  AApppprroovveedd  

FFoorr  TTwwoo  SSeemmii--DDeettaacchheedd  NNeeww  HHoommeess  

1188,,550000++  ssqq..fftt..  PPrriimmee  LLeevveell  PPrriivvaattee  SSiittee  

RRaarree  OOppppoorrttuunniittyy  --  $$11,,990000,,000000..0000  

JJooaann  CCrreesscceenntt  MMLLSS##  887700662222  

DDaavvee  VVooggeell  @@  225500--558888--88337788  

FJORDS TRUCKLOAD SALE!!FJORDS TRUCKLOAD SALE!!

STANDARDFURNITURE.CA
758 Cloverdale Ave. | 250-384-5263

HOURS:
MON TO SAT 9:30-5:00

 SUN 12:00-4:00

15,000 SQ FT
SHOWROOM

Locally Owned 
and Operated 

Since 1912

was $3799

SaleSale  $$18991899

MANJANA 
All Leather
Chair & Ottoman

2 Leather

Choices

was$3999  SALESALE  $2199

LOFT
All Leather 
Swivel Glider 
Power Recliner

Circulation   
Customer service 250-382-2255
customerservice@timescolonist.com

Manage your subscription 24 hours a day at: 
timescolonist.com/mysubscription
Toll-free  1 (800) 663-6384
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To subscribe
Print subscribers get unlimited access 
to timescolonist.com. Home delivery 
for as little as $26 a month includes the 
eEdition and unlimited access to our 
website. Call 250-382-2255

LOTTERIES
Lotto Max:
30, 32, 33, 34, 37, 45, 49
Bonus: 25  Extra: 05, 25, 35, 81
Draw date:  Friday, April 2
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Big smiles at Our Place 
as more than 300 take 
in Good Friday meal
CINDY E. HARNETT
Times Colonist

A Good Friday meal of baked 
ham and scalloped potatoes and 
Rogers’ chocolate cream-filled 
hearts delivered by the Easter 
bunny was enjoyed by fewer 
people this year amid the pan-
demic, but the smiles on the 
faces of those who came were 
just as big.

“It’s always good to see those 
happy faces coming in for 
this special meal,” said Grant 
McKenzie, of Our Place Society. 
“That’s the heartwarming part. 
It’s a little bit sad we’re not hav-
ing the big celebration … but 
we’re trying our best to let peo-
ple feel a part of a community.”

Up to 350 attended the Easter 
weekend meal at Our Place in 
Victoria on Friday. That’s down 
from about 800 to 1,000 people 
in pre-pandemic times when 
politicians, police and media 
personalities would serve up 
the hot meals.

COVID-19 safety protocols 
were in place, people ate six 
feet apart and there were plas-
tic barriers, even though most 
staff and attendees have been 
vaccinated, said McKenzie.

About another 400 meals 
were delivered to three hotel 
locations where temporary 
housing has been provided for 
people without homes or dis-
placed by the pandemic.

“We’re all feeling kind of 

disassociated because we can’t 
really have our family together 
and stuff, but this is something 
that the homeless community 
faces every day of every year 
and so having these special 
days, I think, is important to 
try and say, you know, we’re all 
family,” said McKenzie.

Reflecting on the Easter 
and spring theme of renewal, 
McKenzie said he is grateful the 
province has stepped up with 
proposals for more housing. 
“We are so happy the province 
is buying places to move peo-
ple into, especially because by 
buying them it tells us they are 

planning on those sites becom-
ing permanent housing.”

The B.C. government is 
fast-tracking four supportive 
housing projects in Victoria for 
people without homes, to begin 
construction as early as this 
summer. David Eby, attorney 
general and minister respon-
sible for housing, has said the 
projects will deliver up to 192 
permanent homes with around-
the-clock supports. That’s in 
addition to the ongoing work 
to open temporary shelters 
by April 30 for about 18 to 24 
months to house 200 people cur-
rently living in city parks.

There’s a lot of resistance 
when moving people without 
homes into these types of sites, 
said McKenzie, but once they 
are stabilized and assessed, 
they can be moved into perma-
nent housing. 

“Our goal has always been 
that we see our housing as 
transitional, as a way to move 
people into permanent housing.”

Addressing the increase in 
violent incidents and weapon 
seizures related to some of the 
temporary housing sites in Vic-
toria, McKenzie said people are 
in “pure survival mode” when 
they are camping in parks. 
Once these people can be given 
stable housing it cuts down on 
the fear and exploitation they 
experience “and when they feel 
more secure it cuts down on the 
crime dramatically.”

A noticeable change happens 
within as little as three to four 
weeks of a displaced person 
being housed. “You can actually 
see a transformation when 
people are getting healthy 
meals and when they have a 
good sleep in a room [that is 
safe].”
ceharnett@timescolonist.com

Baked ham and scalloped potatoes are served at Our Place. Another 
400 meals were delivered to temporary housing.  VIA GRANT MACKENZIE  

A happy attendee enjoys the 
dinner on Friday.  

Easter basket full of Rogers’  
chocolates greets people 
arriving for the Good Friday 
meal at Our Place.   

Tourists in Tofino, but  
‘far less busy than normal’ 

B.C. only allows worship 
outdoors, up to a maximum 
of 50 people, plus two more to 
enforce the rules. In Ontario, 
worship services are limited to 
15 per cent capacity.

A new survey suggested 
Canadians navigating the com-
plex patchwork of public health 
measures are likely to disre-
gard them altogether and even 
ignore nearly universal calls 
from health officials and politi-
cians to skip Easter gatherings.

Tofino traditionally sees 
visitors arriving on the Easter 
weekend. Mayor Dan Law said 
he was seeing tourists, “though 
our community seems far less 
busy than in a normal year.”

Law said he is hearing from 
the business community that 
the provincial health officer’s 
restrictions on indoor dining 
are having an impact on visitor 
numbers. “Many accommoda-
tion providers remain closed, 
and many that are open are 
refusing out-of-region book-
ings,” said Law.

“As a district, we are follow-
ing recommendations, staying 
safe, while also rallying around 
our local businesses by ‘buying 

local’ and actively supporting 
local restaurants.”

The district is “very pleased” 
with Island Health’s whole 
community vaccine delivery 
approach for small and remote 
communities that will see eve-
ryone in Tofino offered COVID 
vaccinations on April 12, said 
Law. He hopes that will provide 
an effective “reset” for the 
community and help toward a 
speedy recovery from the pan-
demic throughout B.C.

An online poll by Leger for 
the Association for Canadian 
Studies and the University of 
Manitoba found more than  
40 per cent of the people sur-
veyed feel safe attending fam-
ily gatherings at this point, and 
a quarter believe the govern-
ment is overhyping the dangers 
of COVID-19.

Toronto mother Marcia Mar-
tins said she is scaling back her 
family’s usually large Easter 
gathering to just four house-
holds this year, noting the move 
feels safe since most attendees 
don’t work outside the home. 
“These are just difficult times 
right now,” she said. 
— With Cindy E. Harnett, Times Colonist

>FROM A1: LOCKDOWN

For schedule and fare information or reservations:

Brought to you by:

Available at BC Ferries terminals and onboard ships.

NANAIMO (DEPARTURE BAY) – HORSESHOE BAY

NANAIMO (DUKE POINT) – TSAWWASSEN

SWARTZ BAY – TSAWWASSEN

VANCOUVER ISLAND – LOWER MAINLAND

BRENTWOOD BAY – MILL BAY

LEAVE TSAWWASSEN

LEAVE DUKE POINT
5:15 am
7:45 am

10:15 am

12:45 pm
3:15 pm
5:45 pm 

8:15 pm
10:45 pm

5:15 am
7:45 am

10:15 am

12:45 pm
3:15 pm
5:45 pm

8:15 pm 
10:45 pm

LEAVE TSAWWASSEN

LEAVE SWARTZ BAY
7:00 am
8:00 am
9:00 am

11:00 am

12:00 pm
1:00 pm
3:00 pm
5:00 pm

7:00 pm
9:00 pm

7:00 am
9:00 am

10:00 am
11:00 am

1:00 pm
2:00 pm
3:00 pm
5:00 pm

7:00 pm
9:00 pm

April 1 - May 19, 2021
Schedules are subject to change  

without notice.

1 888 223 3779  •  bcferries.com

Passengers travelling for essential reasons should 
book ahead to make travel easier and guarantee 
their sailing of choice. Masks are mandatory and 
must be worn at all times at terminals and on board. 
Visit bcferries.com for more information on the 
measures in place to keep you safe and moving.

LEAVE HORSESHOE BAY

LEAVE DEPARTURE BAY
6:15 am
6:40 am
8:25 am

10:40 am

12:00 pm
1:00 pm
3:20 pm
4:20 pm

5:55 pm
8:45 pm

10:10 pm

6:15 am
8:25 am

10:40 am
11:40 am

1:00 pm
3:45 pm
5:05 pm
6:35 pm

8:05 pm
8:55 pm

10:10 pm

Except Sun. 

LEAVE MILL BAY

LEAVE BRENTWOOD BAY
7:30 am
8:40 am
9:50 am

11:00 am
 1:15 pm
2:25 pm

3:35 pm
4:45 pm
5:55 pm

8:05 am
9:15 am

10:25 am

11:35 am
1:50 pm
3:00 pm

4:10 pm
5:20 pm
6:30 pm

Except Sun. Except Sat. 

Apr 6 only. 

Apr 2 only. 
Apr 1 & 4 only.

Apr 5 only. 


